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Friends of Starkweather Creek is a community organzation in Dane County, Wisconsin. We work for a healthy urban stream to benefit the community, through stewardship, education, and advocacy. We believe that any development of property adjacent to Starkweather Creek should meet the following minimum standards:

Corridor Protection: 

• When property adjacent to the creek is available for sale, the City of Madison, or relevant local government, should be given the opportunity to purchase the land — to be preserved as park or conservation land.

• Any development on property adjacent to the creek should require a conditional use permit. When this application is reviewed by the Plan Commission, it must be evaluated for adequacy of the stream buffer. The Planning Department should work with the property owner to maximize the buffer width, using techniques including TDR (transfer of development rights), sale of conservation easements, and zoning variances for street setback.

Creek Buffer:
• The minimum setback from the creek must be at least 100 feet.

• Design plans should include restoration of natural stream banks and of native plant communities in the stream buffer.

Public Greenway:
• Any development must be designed so that buildings, roads and fences do not impede a continuous public greenway along the creek corridor.

• Any bridges over the creek must include pedestrian underpasses or crosswalks.

• All developments should include public bicycle and pedestrian access to the proposed Starkweather Creek-Sun Prairie trail.

The above standards apply to property adjacent to the creek. In addition, all development throughout the Starkweather Creek watershed should meet the following minimum standards:
Environmental Impact: 

• Any development plan or proposed change in zoning ordinance must include a study of the impact on the entire Starkweather Creek. The study should be conducted by an unbiased third party.

• All proposed development should meet the criteria specified in the Sustainable Sites and the Water Efficiency sections of the LEED rating system.

• Any area identified as springs or wetlands must be maintained in its natural state, with a minimum buffer of 100 feet.

Erosion and Storm Management :

• Soil erosion levels during and after construction must be equal to or less than erosion amounts prior to development.

• Stormwater runoff should be managed on site as much as possible through onsite infiltration. Offsite runoff of stormwater after development must be less than or equal to runoff amounts prior to development.

• The amount of impermeable surface in any development should be kept to a minimum possible. Surface parking lots should not exceed the Madison city minimum of 1 space per 300 square feet of retail space. Projected parking shortfalls can be resolved through techniques including TDM (transportation demand management), employee parking cashout programs, lot-sharing agreements,  and multi-level parking ramps.

