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ID NUMBER
	


SPONSORS:
Ald. Andy Olsen, Ald. Judy Olson, Mayor Bauman

WHEREAS,
Starkweather Creek is a major tributary of Lake Monona, Madison’s largest watershed, draining 24.2 square miles encompassing 21 City of Madison neighborhoods, plus Town of Burke and Town of Madison lands; and

WHEREAS,
Starkweather Creek flows through a diversity of land uses – agricultural, residential, commercial and industrial – before passing through Olbrich Gardens and Olbrich Park where it empties into Lake Monona; and

WHEREAS,
Starkweather Creek Watershed was the subject of two detailed studies and one priority action plan by the Dane County Regional Planning Commission in 1983, 1987 and 1992
, which documented water quality conditions and pollution sources and made specific recommendations for creek recovery; and

WHEREAS,
the 1992 plan found that the Starkweather Watershed was the largest contributor of pollutants to the Yahara-Monona Watershed; and

WHEREAS,
Starkweather Creek holds great potential as a recreational and environmental resource for Madison; and

WHEREAS,
despite prior studies, action plans, and cleanup below Milwaukee Street, little progress in restoring creek health has been evident and algae blooms are frequent and odoriferous; and

WHEREAS,
Creek base flow has fallen for 20 years, while increased areas of impervious surface have contributed to the severity of stormwater events and reduced infiltration; and

WHEREAS,
great opportunities exist for a linked trail and park system along the stream corridor to provide public use of streamside trails; and

WHEREAS,
recreational use of the creek and its surroundings will increase public awareness and appreciation of Starkweather Creek, thereby cultivating support for excellent watershed management; and

WHEREAS,
building and transportation development still threaten stream health and opportunities for a linked trail and park system, previous recommendations must be assessed and updated.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the Common Council requests the City of Madison to support the following initiatives aimed at restoring the biological integrity of Starkweather Creek and promoting recreational opportunities on surrounding lands:

· The completion of hiking/biking trail systems along both branches of Starkweather Creek.

· Initiation of a public education campaign at Olbrich Gardens regarding water quality in an urban watershed, with adjacent Starkweather Creek as a case study.

· Evaluation of the capacity of soils and availability of locations in the watershed to infiltrate rainwater and the formulation of a strategy to maximize infiltration. 

· Evaluation of ways to improve stream flow.

· Review the recommended actions of the relevant past watershed plans to set priorities for completing those actions left unfinished or to add new actions.

BE IT FINALLY RESOLVED that the Common Council requests the Parks and Engineering Departments to develop budget requests for the 2004 Capital Budget to accomplish these initiatives. 

� A Water Quality Plan for Starkweather Creek, 1983; Starkweather Action Program, 1987; Yahara-Monona Priority Watershed Project Plan, 1992.





http://f1.grp.yahoofs.com/v1/wLOmP4RMt7minSPN53GZ9vRDuNz5f0DwBcwhouiM7LJHFo21Mi3y7LFZU-t9_NI00t_lpoJTZBQ3KCXODkE/StarkweatherResolution33475.doc

